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ABC NEWS RELEASES DEBATE RULES FOR 2024 PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE ON ABC, 

ABC NEWS LIVE, DISNEY+ AND HULU 
 

‘Kamala Harris and Donald Trump – ABC News Presidential Debate’ 
Will Air and Stream on Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 9:00 p.m. EDT 

 

 
ABC News* 

 
ABC News released today the debate rules for “Kamala Harris and Donald Trump – ABC News 
Presidential Debate” on Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 9:00 p.m. EDT, which will air live on ABC and stream 
live on the 24/7 streaming network ABC News Live, Disney+ and Hulu, and is available for simulcast. 
The debate will take place at the National Constitution Center (525 Arch St., Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 19106). “World News Tonight” anchor and managing editor David Muir and “World 
News Tonight” Sunday anchor and ABC News Live “Prime” anchor Linsey Davis will serve as 
moderators. 
 
Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump have qualified for the debate 
under the established criteria, and both have accepted the following debate rules, which include the 
following: 
 

• The debate will be 90 minutes with two commercial breaks. 
• The two seated moderators, David Muir and Linsey Davis, will be the only people asking 

questions. 
• A coin flip was held virtually on Tuesday, Sept. 3, to determine podium placement and order 

of closing statements; former President Donald Trump won the coin toss and chose to select 
the order of statements. The former president will offer the last closing statement, and Vice 
President Harris selected the right podium position on screen (stage left). 

• Candidates will be introduced by the moderators. 

https://abcnews.go.com/Live
https://www.disneyplus.com/welcome/disney-hulu-espn-bundle?cid=DSS-Search-Google-71700000070655584-&s_kwcid=AL!8468!3!697027703474!e!!g!!disney%2B&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAACzWEUEKlWaazeF3stlFxcZ1caT1i&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqM-mpL31hwMVamhHAR3doRh4EAAYASAAEgK_TfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.hulu.com/welcome?orig_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F


• The candidates enter upon introduction from opposite sides of the stage; the incumbent party 
will be introduced first. 

• No opening statements; closing statements will be two minutes per candidate. 
• Candidates will stand behind podiums for the duration of the debate. 
• Props or prewritten notes are not allowed onstage. 
• No topics or questions will be shared in advance with campaigns or candidates. 
• Candidates will be given a pen, a pad of paper and a bottle of water. 
• Candidates will have two-minute answers to questions, two-minute rebuttals, and one extra 

minute for follow-ups, clarifications, or responses. 
• Candidates’ microphones will be live only for the candidate whose turn it is to speak and 

muted when the time belongs to another candidate. 
• Candidates will not be permitted to ask questions of each other. 
• Campaign staff may not interact with candidates during commercial breaks. 
• Moderators will seek to enforce timing agreements and ensure a civilized discussion. 
• There will be no audience in the room. 

 
SIMULCAST GRAPHIC: https://we.tl/t-ZfD97XZbEV  
 
About ABC News 
ABC News is America’s No. 1 news source, providing straightforward, fact-driven journalism across 
broadcast, streaming, digital and audio. ABC’s award-winning programs include “Good Morning 
America,” “World News Tonight with David Muir,” “Nightline,” “20/20,” “This Week with George 
Stephanopoulos,” “GMA3: What You Need to Know,” and “The View.” Platforms include ABC 
News Live featuring “Prime with Linsey Davis,” ABC News Studios, ABC News Digital, ABC 
Audio, 538, and NewsOne. Based in New York City, ABC News is comprised of three U.S. bureaus 
and eight international bureaus, with a presence in more than 20 countries around the world. 
 
About the National Constitution Center 
The National Constitution Center brings together people of all ages and perspectives, across 
America and around the world, to learn about, debate, and celebrate the greatest vision of human 
freedom in history, the U.S. Constitution. A private, nonprofit organization located in historic 
Philadelphia just steps from where the Constitution was drafted and signed, the Center serves as 
America’s leading platform for nonpartisan constitutional education and debate. 
 
*COPYRIGHT ©2024 Disney Enterprises, Inc. All photography is copyrighted material and is for editorial use only. Images 
are not to be archived, altered, duplicated, resold, retransmitted or used for any other purposes without written 
permission of ABC News. Images are distributed to the press to publicize current programming. Any other usage must be 
licensed. 
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For more information, follow ABC News PR on Facebook, X and Instagram. 
 

-- ABC -- 

https://www.facebook.com/abcnewspr/
https://twitter.com/ABCNewsPR
https://www.instagram.com/abcnewspr/

