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ONYX COLLECTIVE AND OWN ANNOUNCE GUESTS FOR ORIGINAL DOCUSERIES  
‘THE HAIR TALES,’ FROM EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS OPRAH WINFREY,  

TRACEE ELLIS ROSS AND MICHAELA ANGELA DAVIS 
 

Interviews To Feature Oprah Winfrey, Issa Rae, Chlöe Bailey, Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
Marsai Martin and Chika  

 
‘The Hair Tales’ Will Stream Exclusively on Hulu and OWN in the U.S., Star+ in Latin America, 

and Disney+ in All Other Territories 
 

● Today, Disney’s Onyx Collective and OWN jointly announced the guests for “The Hair Tales,” 
from executive producers Tracee Ellis Ross and Michaela angela Davis. Oprah Winfrey, who 
also serves as executive producer, will be featured alongside Issa Rae, Chlöe Bailey, 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, Marsai Martin and Chika. The six-part limited docuseries 
will premiere later this year on OWN and Hulu in the U.S., Star+ in Latin America, and 
Disney+ in all other territories. Each episode will lead the audience through a revelatory 
journey of connecting the personal tales of phenomenal Black women to broader societal and 
historic themes. 

 
● Conceptualized by Michaela angela Davis and hosted by Tracee Ellis Ross, episodes will 

feature stories offering an honest and layered look into the complex culture of Black hair and, 
ultimately, Black women’s identity, creativity and contributions to society — all delivered with 
a rare mix of intelligence, humor, style, joy and justice. 

 
● “The Hair Tales” is produced by Culture House, Joy Mill Entertainment, Tetravision and 

Harpo Films. Oprah Winfrey, Tracee Ellis Ross, Michaela angela Davis, Tara Duncan, Raeshem 
Nijhon, and Carri Twigg serve as executive producers. Concept by Michaela angela Davis. 

 
• Over the course of her esteemed career, Oprah Winfrey has created an unparalleled connection 

with people around the world. As host of the top-rated, award-winning “The Oprah Winfrey 
Show,” she entertained, enlightened and uplifted millions of viewers for 25 years. Winfrey’s 
accomplishments as a global media leader and philanthropist have established her as one of 
the most influential and admired public figures in the world today. 

 



Oprah Winfrey’s headshot can be found HERE (photo by: Chris Craymer). 
 

● Issa Rae is best known as co-creator, co-writer and star of the HBO television series “Insecure” 
(2016-2021), for which she has been nominated for multiple Golden Globe® Awards and 
Primetime Emmy® Awards. Additional credits include “The Hate U Give,” “The Lovebirds,” 
“Little” and “The Photograph.” She is also slated to join “Spider-Man: Across the Spider-
Verse.” Rae has also launched HOORAE, a media company and umbrella banner to 
consolidate film and TV projects from Issa Rae Productions and her other media projects. 
HOORAE’s upcoming projects include “Sweet Life: Los Angeles,” “Rap Sh!t” and the “Project 
Greenlight” reboot. In 2021, Rae partnered with Sienna Naturals to work on a line of hair 
products. She has been vocal about her hair journey throughout her career. 
 
Issa Rae’s full bio can be found HERE, and her headshot can be found HERE (photo by: Jabari 
Jacobs). 

 
Rae is represented by UTA, Jonathan Berry & Dave Becky at 3 Arts and John Meigs of HJTH. 

 
● Chlöe Bailey rose to fame as a member of the GRAMMY®-nominated sister duo Chlöe x Halle. 

The group caught the attention of Beyoncé and was immediately signed to her Parkwood 
Entertainment company. From splashing the pages of countless major publications, 
performing at the Super Bowl, BET Awards and Essence Festival and holding five GRAMMY 
nominations, Chlöe x Halle soared to global stardom. Chlöe Bailey continues to record with 
Chlöe x Halle while also pursuing a solo career. She debuted her first solo single, “Have 
Mercy,” which quickly became a bona fide radio smash and is also known for her role as Jazz 
Forster on the Freeform hit comedy “grown-ish.”  

 
Chlöe Bailey’s full bio can be found HERE, and her headshot can be found HERE (photo by: 
Julian Dakdouk). 

 
Bailey is represented by Parkwood Entertainment and Ben Dey at CAA. 

 
● Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley (MA-07) is an activist, a legislator, a survivor, and the first 

woman of color to be elected to Congress from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Throughout her career, Congresswoman Pressley has fought to ensure that those closest to the 
pain are closest to the power — driving and informing policymaking. In Congress, she has 
been a champion for justice and healing: reproductive justice, justice for immigrants, consumer 
justice, justice for seniors, justice for workers, justice for survivors of sexual violence, justice 
for formerly and currently incarcerated individuals, and healing for those who have 
experienced trauma. She has also turned her experience living with alopecia into action, 
becoming a leading voice fighting to raise awareness and support for the alopecia community 
across the nation. Congresswoman Pressley currently serves on the House Committee on 



Oversight and Reform and the House Committee on Financial Services. Prior to being elected 
to Congress, she served on the Boston City Council for eight years and was the first woman of 
color elected to the council in its 100-year history. 

 
Congresswoman Pressley’s headshot can be found HERE (photo By: OJ Slaughter).  

 
● Marsai Martin is a rising star already on course to be a whirlwind sensation. Best known for 

her role as Diane Johnson on the ABC Emmy-nominated hit comedy “black-ish,” Martin’s 
performance has earned her 9 NAACP Image Awards and 3 BET Awards. Martin uplifts 
diverse and young voices through her production company, Genius Productions, which 
signed an overall deal with Universal. At the age of 10, she conceptualized and pitched a movie 
idea which became the feature film “Little.” As the star and executive producer on the film, 
she has become a part of Hollywood history as the youngest person to EP a major Hollywood 
film. Additional credits include her interior design series for Discovery+ “Remix My Space,” 
Universal/Dreamworks Animation “Spirit Untamed,” Paramount’s “Paw Patrol,” and will 
next be seen in the Paramount+ feature film “Fantasy Football.” 

 
Marsai Martin’s full bio can be found HERE, and her headshot can be found HERE (photo by: 
Brandon Almengo).  
 
Martin is repped by UTA, Oronde Garrett of M88, and Stephen Barnes of Barnes Morris Klein 
& Yorn 
 

● Chika, born Jane Chika Oranika, is a rapper who rose to fame when her video “A Letter to 
Kanye Omari West” went viral in 2018, criticizing West for his public support of Donald 
Trump and endorsement of political commentator Candace Owens. She released her debut 
single, “No Squares,” in April 2019. Later that year, Chika featured in Calvin Klein’s 
#MyCalvins campaign, stating, “I think it opens up the floor for a conversation and dialogue 
regarding media representation and diversity. Bodies of different shapes and sizes shouldn’t 
be censored or hidden.” In 2020, she was included in XXL’s 2020 Freshman Class and was 
nominated for the GRAMMY Award for Best New Artist.  

 
Chika’s headshot can be found HERE (photo by: Alissa Ashley). 
 

ABOUT ONYX COLLECTIVE 
Onyx Collective is a new content brand formed under Disney General Entertainment Content (DGE) 
designed to curate a slate of premium programming by creators of color and underrepresented 
voices. Onyx Collective ushers an exciting slate of content for a global audience, including critically 
acclaimed debut project Questlove’s Oscar®-winning documentary “Summer of Soul (...Or, When 
the Revolution Could Not Be Televised)”; “The Hair Tales,” from executive producers Tracee Ellis 
Ross, Michaela angela Davis and Oprah Winfrey; legal drama “Reasonable Doubt,” from executive 



producers Raamla Mohamed, Kerry Washington and Larry Wilmore; limited series “The Plot,” 
executive produced and starring two-time Oscar winner Mahershala Ali; award-winning 
documentary, “Aftershock,” from directors Paula Eiselt and Tonya Lewis Lee, docuseries “Gigante,” 
featuring Don Francisco (Mario Kreutzberger), and comedy series “Unprisoned,” executive 
produced and starring Kerry Washington and Delroy Lindo. 
 
The brand’s roster of prolific creators also includes writer and comedian Natasha Rothwell 
(“Insecure,” “SNL”), writer, producer and director Prentice Penny’s Penny for Your Thoughts, Ryan 
Coogler’s Proximity Media (“Judas and the Black Messiah,” “Black Panther”) and writer and 
director Destin Daniel Cretton (“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings”) and his production 
company Family Owned. 
 
Follow on Twitter and Instagram: @OnyxCollective 

 
ABOUT OWN: OPRAH WINFREY NETWORK 
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network is the first and only network named for, and inspired by, a single 
iconic leader. Oprah Winfrey’s heart and creative instincts inform the brand and the magnetism of 
the channel. OWN is a leading destination for premium scripted and unscripted programming from 
today’s most innovative storytellers. OWN connects with its audience wherever they are, inspiring 
conversation among a global community of like-minded viewers on social media and beyond. 
Launched on January 1, 2011, OWN is a joint venture between Harpo, Inc. and Warner Bros. 
Discovery. The venture also includes award-winning digital platform Oprah.com. Access OWN 
anytime on http://WatchOWN.tv or across mobile devices and connected TVs. 
 
Onyx Media Relations 
Jerenny Medrano 
Jerenny.Medrano@disney.com 
  
OWN Media Relations 
Jamila Osouna 
jamila_osouna@own.tv 
 
Press materials are available at www.dgepress.com. 
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