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JENNIFER ANISTON, JIMMY KIMMEL, AMY POEHLER AND OCTAVIA SPENCER 

CELEBRATE THE LEGENDARY  

EMMY® AWARD-WINNING PRODUCER IN  

ABC’S ‘NORMAN LEAR: 100 YEARS OF MUSIC AND LAUGHTER’  

  

The Star-Studded Special Airs Thursday, Sept. 22 

 

  
ABC/Eric McCandless*  

  

Jennifer Aniston, Jimmy Kimmel, Amy Poehler and Octavia Spencer are set to appear and celebrate 

the iconic television pioneer Norman Lear in the upcoming special, “Norman Lear: 100 Years of Music 

and Laughter,” airing THURSDAY, SEPT. 22 (9:00-11:00 p.m. EDT), on ABC and available the next 

day on Hulu. Honoring the life and legacy of the remarkable storyteller, activist and philanthropist 

Norman Lear, the one-night-only celebration features intimate conversations, special performances 

and surprise reunions that pay homage to the man behind some of television’s greatest stories in 

celebration of his 100th birthday. 

  

“I’ve always believed music and laughter have added time to my life. I’ve seen a lot throughout my 

100 years, but I would’ve never imagined America having a front-row seat to my birthday 

celebration,” said Lear. Additional talent and performances will be announced at a later date.  

  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hulu.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRachel.Villegas%40disney.com%7C337c2efb95564c8ead7d08da8542f477%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C637968819861044289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RwSM8jCwPJWd2FXzmyAcJr2HdJH7K9cpoDQ7Ko%2Fs5N0%3D&reserved=0


“Norman Lear: 100 Years of Music and Laughter” is produced by Done+Dusted. Executive producers 

are David Jammy, Brent Miller, Garrett English, Raj Kapoor and Eric Cook. James Merryman is set to 

direct. 

  

About Norman Lear 

Norman Lear is a television and film writer/producer whose dynamic career in Hollywood has 

encompassed both the Golden Age and Streaming Era. He served as executive producer to the 

critically acclaimed reimagining of “One Day at a Time,” which ran for four seasons and was the first 

Netflix series to be renewed for network television (PopTV and CBS). Lear executive produces and 

co-hosts “Live in Front of a Studio Audience…,” alongside Jimmy Kimmel. The series set record 

ratings for ABC and won the Emmy® for Outstanding Variety Special for two consecutive years.  

  

Lear’s social and political activism extends beyond the messaging of his programs, and he continues 

to be a strong advocate for civic duty and progressive American values.   

  

Born in 1922 in New Haven, Connecticut, Lear attended Emerson College before flying 52 combat 

missions over Europe during World War II. Upon his return, he began a successful career writing and 

producing programs like “The Colgate Comedy Hour” and “The Martha Raye Show” — ultimately 

leading to Lear captivating 120 million viewers per week with his iconic shows of the 1970s and ‘80s 

— “All in the Family,” “Good Times,” “The Jeffersons,” “Maude” and “Mary Hartman, Mary 

Hartman.” 

  

As Lear began witnessing the rise of the radical religious right, he put his television career on hold in 

1980 to found People For The American Way. Today, the organization is over 1 million members and 

activists strong and continues to fight right-wing extremism while defending constitutional values 

like free expression, religious liberty, equal justice under the law, and the right to meaningfully 

participate in our democracy. In 2000, The Norman Lear Center at the USC Annenberg School for 

Communication and Journalism was founded as a nonpartisan research and public policy center to 

study the social, political, economic and cultural impact of entertainment on the world. 

  

Lear is a 2017 Kennedy Center Honoree, a recipient of the National Medal of Arts in 1999 and the 

Peabody Lifetime Achievement Award in 2016, and a proud member of the inaugural group of 

inductees to the Television Academy Hall of Fame in 1984. He has won six Primetime Emmys and a 

Golden Globe®. He is the husband of Lyn Davis Lear and the father to six children and four 

grandchildren. 

  

About ABC Entertainment 

ABC Entertainment’s compelling programming includes “Grey’s Anatomy,” the longest-running 

medical drama in primetime television; ratings juggernaut “The Bachelor” franchise; riveting 

dramas “Big Sky,” “The Good Doctor,” “A Million Little Things,” “The Rookie” and “Station 19”; 

trailblazing comedies “Abbott Elementary,” “The Conners,” “The Goldbergs,” “Home Economics” 



and “The Wonder Years”; popular game shows, including “The $100,000 Pyramid,” “Celebrity 

Family Feud,” “The Chase,” “Press Your Luck” and “To Tell the Truth”; star-making sensation 

“American Idol”; “Judge Steve Harvey,” the network’s strongest unscripted series debut in a year; 

reality phenomenon “Shark Tank”; family favorites “America’s Funniest Home Videos” and “Holey 

Moley”; “General Hospital,” which heads into its milestone 60th season on the network; and late-

night talk show “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”; as well as the critically acclaimed, Emmy®Award-winning 

“Live in Front of a Studio Audience” specials. The network also boasts some of television’s most 

prestigious awards shows, including “The Oscars®,” “The CMA Awards” and the “American Music 

Awards.” 

  

ABC programming can also be viewed on Hulu.  

  

About Done+Dusted 

Done+Dusted is a global entertainment group with offices in Los Angeles, London and Abu Dhabi 

and the preeminent producer of live television events in the world; creating and capturing the 

moments that make headlines and shape culture. Whether it is producing “The Emmys,” “The Little 

Mermaid Live!,” “Mariah Carey’s Magical Christmas Special,” “The Disney Family Singalong”– or 

any of the other 300+ productions D+D have bought to life, everything they produce bears the 

distinct badge of quality that makes it, unequivocally… Done+Dusted. 
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Photography and video are available at www.dgepress.com. 

  

Follow ABC Publicity on Twitter and Instagram. 
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