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NEW ‘20/20’ EXPLORES FRIENDSHIP TURNED FATAL IN A SHOCKING MURDER OF A 

WELL-KNOWN ARKANSAS POLITICIAN AND BUSINESSWOMAN 
 

Two-Hour Program Features Exclusive Interviews With Jailhouse Informants Who Helped 
Authorities Bring Former Arkansas State Senator Linda Collins-Smith’s Killer to Justice 

 
‘20/20’ Airs Friday, Oct. 28 (9:01-11:00 p.m. EDT), on ABC, Next Day on Hulu 

 

  
*ABC News 

 
When authorities found well-known former Arkansas State Senator Linda Collins-Smith murdered 
outside her home, rumors began to fly. Could it have been her ex-husband, a former judge, after the 
pair went through a contentious divorce with millions of dollars on the line? Had Collins-Smith made 
a fatal enemy along her meteoric rise in state politics? Or was it someone in her inner circle? In a new 
“20/20,” ABC News senior national affairs correspondent and “20/20” contributing anchor Deborah 
Roberts reports on the murder, unpacking how friends and family initially wrongly suspected ex-
husband Philip Smith of murdering Collins-Smith after their divorce. The program highlights the 
shock to the local community when police arrested Becky O’Donnell, Collins-Smith’s best friend and 
business manager, as she was on her way to the memorial service and explains how footage from 
security cameras installed by Collins-Smith ultimately led to O’Donnell’s conviction. 
 
The two-hour episode features exclusive interviews with jailhouse informants who were pivotal in 
helping authorities prosecute the case, as well as interviews with Butch Smith and Tate Williams, the 
victim’s two children; Tim Loggains, O’Donnell’s ex-fiancé and a close friend of Collins-Smith; 



Randolph County Sheriff Kevin Bell, who led the investigation; detectives on the case; and key state 
senators. “20/20” airs Friday, Oct. 28 (9:01-11:00 p.m. EDT), on ABC, next day on Hulu. 
 
ABC News’ “20/20” is an award-winning primetime program anchored by David Muir and Amy 
Robach. A proven leader as a long-form newsmagazine for over 40 years, “20/20” features 
unforgettable, character-driven true-crime mysteries, exclusive newsmaker interviews, hard-hitting 
investigative reports and in-depth coverage of high-profile stories. Janice Johnston is the executive 
producer. The two-hour “20/20” events air Fridays from 9:01-11:00 p.m. EDT on ABC and are available 
to stream on ABC News digital platforms and Hulu. 
 
ABC News Media Relations 
Sarah Jautz 
sarah.jautz@abc.com 
 
For more information, follow ABC News PR on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
 

-- ABC -- 


