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National Geographic Selects Top ‘Pictures of the Year,’
Revealing 118 Incredible Moments Captured by Nat Geo
Photographers From the Field in 2022

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Dec. 1, 2022) – With millions of images moving at a rapid clip across news
and social media daily, it can be difficult to focus on a singular picture that captures one moment
more than any other. Yet that’s precisely what the editors at National Geographic have attempted to
do, reviewing more than two million photos captured in the field this year, across the globe, by the
magazine’s renowned photographers for the third annual edition of National
Geographic’s PICTURES OF THE YEAR.

Nat Geo’s retrospective on the year comes from the lens of Nat Geo photographers around the
world, offering breathtaking glimpses of our shared human journey and reminding us of unique
elements of the incredible planet we call home. From the discovery of the shipwreck Endurance and
the impact of climate change on endangered species to the first summit of Mount Everest by an all-
Black team of explorers as well as emotional and striking shots of Ukrainian refugees standing in
solidarity, National Geographic captures it all in PICTURES OF THE YEAR 2022.
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“The photos selected for PICTURES OF THE YEAR stop us in our tracks and make us pay attention
to stories that need to be told,” said Whitney Johnson Latorre, VP of Visuals and Immersive
Experiences for National Geographic Media. “Each image reveals a portrait of life in motion,
encouraging us all to see the world around us in new and unprecedented ways; that is the power of
visual storytelling.”

“I love that Nat Geo’s PICTURES OF THE YEAR 2022 isn’t merely capturing the news highlights of
the year; we’re showcasing the powerful stories of the year that our photographers around the globe
have had their lens on,” noted National Geographic Editor-in-Chief Nathan Lump. “As a result, the
collection captures novelty and surprise in a way that I believe expresses the best of what we do at
Nat Geo.”

PICTURES OF THE YEAR 2022 features multiple stories that transport readers to locations near and
far. This year, 132 photographers were sent on assignment in 60 countries; 2,238,899 images were
filed; and 4,000 pounds of gear were shipped out in the field. Photographers navigated extreme
elements in pursuit of the perfect shot, from 120-degree temperatures in Pakistan’s Sindh and
Balochistan provinces to days reaching 49 degrees below zero in Canada’s Northwest Territories. In
the process, nearly every continent was covered, resulting in a robust and diverse look at life across
the globe.

National Geographic’s PICTURES OF THE YEAR 2022 is available online and on newsstands now.

About National Geographic Media
Nat Geo Media is a worldwide digital, social and print publisher, operating in over 170 countries, with
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several print and digital products and over a half-billion followers on social media. We inspire curious
fans of all ages through bold and innovative storytelling about people, places and projects that shape
our world, and enable our fans to connect, explore, engage with and care about the world. For more
information, visit nationalgeographic.com, find us on the National Geographic app or visit us
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn, Pinterest and TikTok.
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